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MEMORANDUM 73Ry Psychologieal Stratery Board

SURJRCT ¢ Continuation of the Fumctions of the Sxternal
nesearch ~taff, Department of Tiale

1, ‘The Nepartment of State, faced with the requiremsnt of
a budget cut and reducing the personnel on the rolls of the De~
partment, has decided to eliminate the functions of the ixternal
Research Siafll, ,

2, For over four y:ars the Ixternal lesearch Staff {ERS) has
served the Depariment of State, the Tepartment of Defense, CIA,
and more recently, the PSE as a clearing house for aonizl science
research sponsored by “overmment asancles, universities, foundations
and other ressarch organizations. It has also negotiated contracts
for goms Covernment agencies.

3. Recently, when PGB was studylng the problem of the coor=
dination of research in support of psycholosical warfare, CTA, in
attempting to ensure improvement in the coordination of suth re=
pearch, indicated that the greatest potential for such coordination
lay in the suppori and development of the Exidrnal zesoarch Jtaff
in the Denartment of State. CIA arranged, sccordingly, on 2 Decenber
1952, & sontrivution to the IRS et the rate of 362,032 a year and
simultaneously urged the Cecretary of Defense to moke avallable
financial sapport. The ANB, Department of Defense, has undertagen
to provide such support at the rate of 330,000 a year.

L. CIA has informally consulted representatives of the PSk,
RDB, Army, Navy, and Alr Force who are jinvolved in external rescarch
functions of those agencles. Taeh has agreed that the functions
performed by the “xternal Resvarch staff should be continued in
their mutusl interests. Furth:more, it sms thelr foaling that this
function can best be performed under the nominal auspices of ihe
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State Devartment., CTA foNCurs,

Ss In view of these developments, it is telieved thai the
funetion heretofore carried on by ixternal .lesearch “taff, OIR,
State Department, should be contimued, GSuch continuance can be
on & reduced Lasis, utilizing CIA and WDE funds, If this can be
done, JIR, State, has informally agreed to permit these activities
to bs carried on under State auspices, {0 provide Necessary space
for personnsl, and to contimue to provide the service of the full
time Chiel of “this staff,

AECOMNDATION:

8, That PSE approve the continuance of the functions heretow
fore carried on by #xternal Research Staff, IR, State Dep artmant,
on the aforesaid vasis, in view of the value of such function to
the Department: and agencies represented tiereon,
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